Speech of Governor Berx at the signing Ceremony at AP
Oct 18, 2022
Your Excellency, Ambassador CAO, & K 1% 15 T,

Mrs. De Groote, /. #4 ¥ 4%+
Representatives of Hainan and its Vocational University, # & & B2 kK 52 69K &,

Representatives of Shanghai and its Conservatory of music, L& & & & R 29K &,
Friends in China, * & &9 I8 A 111,

Qinai de Pengyoumen, Nimenhao !
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First of all, your excellency, what a true pleasure to meet with you again in person, with all
people present at this ceremony. Also a warm welcome to all those who are following at
distance. It takes about 9 000 kilometres to bring us from Antwerp to Shanghai or Hainan.
Fortunately, a good internet connection is sufficient too. Glad that you are joining us today
from Shanghai and Hainan.
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The period since our last encounter has been truly challenging on many levels. Moreover,
extremely challenging times are still ahead of us. We're living in a shift of era, a period of
radical transition.
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In such precarious times, being connected is more important than ever. The importance of
reaching out, of sharing ideas and knowledge, of solidarity and assistance became extra clear
during the Covid-19-pandemic.
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In our common strives, strong local and global connections and solidarity are indispensable.
Making connections and forming relationships between people and societies, between
concepts and ideas.
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Undeniably, art offers bridge-building capacities, empathy and opportunities that transcend the

local, the here and now. This holds definitely true for music. With the words of Lao Tzu:
“Music in the soul can be heard by the universe.”
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This is why a collaboration between our conservatory students, between AP University of
Applied Sciences and Arts Antwerp and the Shanghai Music Conservatory will be enriching,
broadening, and beneficial. More so, a collaboration with a renowned and respected institute
like Shanghai Music conservatory is a true honour. It will undoubtedly provide highly valued
opportunities for both sides, for students, teachers and our conservatories.
XARARNATARMFTRFIRFAEZIRGESE, AP ZFLES AFAFELRKF/ LiGF
RERZAGOEREREEH., sl i), RERMHR, 5LETRFREAHY
F oA X AL BGIAM SAE R —AP A EGRE, TR, CHART, AFE, HIF
Fo AV T7 69 F R F IR REEF A MEG A

The same goes for the health care students of the AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts
Antwerp and the Hainan vocational University of Science and Technology. The importance of
this sector has become even more apparent during the covid-19 pandemic. This crises made
very clear that international cooperation is key when being confronted with a global pandemic.
No better way to build on that than to start collaborations between students from different
continents but with shared ambitions.
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As once stated by American writer Ralph Ellison: “Education is all a matter of building
bridges.” | wish you all the best of luck with that.
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